The Caſe of moſt of the Cheeſcmongers , who Petition for an A# of Parliameitt 
for the Redreſſe of Abaſes in Weighing and Packing Butter ; and appointing 
Captain Robert Manly to be the Officer for Weighing and Marking of Buttet 


Casks; according to bis Majeſties gracious Intentions, for Regulating former 
Abmſes. 


HE Firkin of Butter hath been reputed, and ought co weigh Sixty four pounds ; vjz. Fiſty fix pounds of 
} Neat Butter, and the Cask but Eight pounds, and the Por of Butter Twenty pounds ; viz, Fourtteen 
pounds of Neat Butter, and the Cask bur fix pounds: bur by the fraud of the Makers and Packers of 
Burter, che Firkiris of Butcer weigh bur Sixty ewo pourids, ſome bur Sixty pounds 5 and ſome bur 
Fifry and eight pounds; and the Cask uſually Ten pounds, often Twelve pounds, and ſometimes Fourreeri 
pounds; and the Pots weigh generally Seven pounds, uſually Eight pounds, and-ſometimes Nine pounds ; 


and alſo Whay butter, and ſometimes Bricks and Stones , and other corrupt matters, are mixt wich good 
Cream Butter, 


For the Redreſs of which wrongs, King Chay/es the firſt of Blefled memory, in the Ninth year of his Reign, upon the Peri- 
tion of the Freemen of Loudey Trading in Butter, and Cheeſe; did grant to Caprain fohn Read the Office of Branding and Mar- 
king all empty Butter Casks in England, and pales; with the allowance of Two pence p-y Firkin, for every Veſlel { 
Marked, 


£ 


In the Twelfth year of King Charles the Firſt, upon the Petition of the ſaid Freemen, who perceived the Benefit which might 


accrue ( to all who bought Burter ) by che due executing the ſaid Office , his Majelty was pleaſed to renew the ſaid Office, wich 
farther Powers tothe ſaid Captain Joby Read. 


Two pretended ARts have been made, to corre& the Abuſes; but were both ineffectual, no Officer being appointed; to 
execute the intended Remedy. | 


All who Trade in B»ecer acknowledee the Abules, and defire Remedy, and do offer Two Petitions, and Two Bils for ati 


AR of Pajljam=uc 4 wot of them defire, That it may be with an Officer , and that Caprain Rebere Manly may be the perſon » 
arcnnting to the Kings pleaſure, he having paſled all Offices , but rhe Great Seal for ir, ſince his Majelties molt happy Reſtaura- 
tion; andin that Bill Forty pounds pey eAnnnm, is reſerved to the Kivg, his Heirs and Succeſlors, payable ar the Exchequer. Some few 
would have an AQ without an Officer ; bur they are eicher Makeis or Packers of Butter, and conſcious of the Deceipts, or ſuch 


as generally oppoſe the Kings Grants, for they all acknowledge the Two pence pey Firkin, to be a yery reaſonable allowance 
for the Officers pains. 


þ 
Reaſons for the paſſing the Bill with an Officer. 


Urft, Two pretended Ads, though with force enough to ſecorid thetii, did not throughly reform the abuſes; 
becauſe an Officer was wanting, which if they were unwilling to nate, it was cither becauſe in thoſe ill dayes 
they would not make uſe of the prudence of his late Majeſty, or that they who packed up Butter drew up the 


Bill, and were unwilling to diſcontinue their Cheats, or would have that pretended Act like the people, good os bad, 
as their genius diſpoſed them, 


Secondly, Either there muſt be an Officer, or elſe evety thing muſt be left ro a common Informer, ot the party 
grieved muſt have his ſpecial remedy : And if the care is caſt upon the common Informer, he who hath occaſioned 
1000 /, wrong, will procure an Information -with a faint Proſecution, which will barre thoſe who would effecually 
proſecute, or elſe no Information will be preferred ; for as they ſay, 24 communiter tenentur, communiter negliguntur 5 
ſo that which every man may do, no man looks upon as his duty 3 and for the party grieved to rake his ſpeciall 


remedy , would be to aCt that by thouſands, and pethaps ill, which may be done by a {ingle perſon, and probably 
well, Er fruſtra fit per plura, quod fieri poreſt per pauciora, 


Thirdly, King Charles the Firſt, upon the Petition of the Tradeſmen , was pleaſed to apply the firſt Plaiſter to 
the wound, therefore ir tay not be unreaſonable, that the acknowledgement of the Cure ſhould be rendred to hi 
who firſt preſcribed ir, by giving the nomination of rhe Officer, ro the King, his Heirs and Succeſlors, 
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